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MOUNT LAWLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL — REBUILDING 
Statement by Member for Mount Lawley 

MR M.W. SUTHERLAND (Mount Lawley — Deputy Speaker) [12.50 pm]: On the night of 7 July, the 100-
year-old Mount Lawley Primary School was razed in a senseless arson attack. Eighty per cent of the school was 
destroyed. Despite the huge blow to the students and community in general, a phoenix has risen from the ashes. 
Within two weeks the Department of Education was able to construct a new temporary primary school on the 
soccer field of the Mount Lawley Senior High School, enabling the primary school to start at the beginning of 
third term. Everybody has been impressed by the rapid response from the Department of Education, the staff and 
the school community. Thanks must go to the principal, Don Barba; the two deputies Sandra Martin and John 
Hinde and their staff; the parent body; executive director Jim Webb and the staff of the north metropolitan 
education regional office; the site supervisor Peter Pustkuchen; and the wider Perth community, including 
teaching colleagues and schools from near and far. Mr Barba has told me that the school community has been 
astounded and humbled by the response, especially by the words of encouragement and support that continue to 
inspire and lift the school community.  

The government is committed to rebuilding the school on the old site at a cost of approximately $9 million. The 
buildings will be completed by 2015. Again, the department has been proactive in establishing a project 
consultation group to oversee the construction plans. The department has undertaken to keep the community 
informed of developments, especially on whether the site of the burnt-out building can be saved. This is the 
preferred community option. 
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